
Friends and neighbors, I am happy to report that SOAR is off to a wonderful and robust start to the 2022-2023 school year.
Our new Executive Director, Lauren Brown, has taken the helm with care and enthusiasm. Lauren has brought her talent and
love of teaching from the classrooms of Indian Mountain School, where she had been a 3rd grade teacher, to our Salisbury
Central School enrichment program. The result is an exciting mix of new classes and beloved favorites from years past.
Classes were filled to capacity and the feedback has been tremendously positive. In addition, the Salisbury Fall Festival was
back this year after a two year hiatus and SOAR was front and center at the Scoville Library with arts and crafts, pumpkin
painting and a raffle - an overall success for both the Lakeville/Salisbury Community and our program. It felt great to be a
part of this time honored event again! It is representative of the warm and supportive community that we are all fortunate
to be a part of and why I will say that your financial support, at any level, is deeply appreciated. It is through the generosity
of our community that we can offer exceptional creative programming to the children of Salisbury Central School,
programming that might otherwise be out of reach.

Fondly,
Keavy Bedell, SOAR Board Chair

There is a buzz amongst the students of Salisbury Central School when SOAR is in action. If you visit the workshops you will
see smiles, hear laughter, and witness creative energy filling the classrooms. With over 100 children signing up for various
workshops this fall, SOAR kids have had the opportunity to explore their interests, make new friends, and take risks in a safe
space. From yoga to farming to painting and guitar, there was something for everyone in the course roster this fall. We are
most excited about the fall musical returning, with over 30 children signing up to be a part of Annie Jr. Over the past few
weeks, the children have been working hard at memorizing lines, practicing songs, and learning dance moves. We invite
you to the performances on November 18 & 19 at Housatonic Valley Regional High School to check out the talent. Lastly, I
would like to thank Linda Sloane for her leadership of SOAR over the past five years. Following in Linda’s footsteps is no
easy feat, but with her dedication, knowledge and support of SOAR, the transition was seamless. I am excited to be a part
of this amazing organization and look forward to seeing where the next year will take us.

All the best,
Lauren Brown, Executive Director
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM FALL 2022

Annie Jr.
November 18 @ 6:30pm

November 19 @ 2:00pm & 5:00pm
Housatonic Valley Regional High School

YOU'RE INVITED

Master Class: Horror Mask making with  Tyler Green First and second graders enjoying Fun Fitness

Boomshakalaka: A Process Painting Studio Art Class
Food, Farming, and Fun at Fairfield Farm

Auditions for the fall musical, Annie Jr. 



Beginning Keyboarding with K-2 students Paint, Clay, and Play  Fifth grader participating in Boomshakalaka

Annie Jr.'s first script read through Beginning Guitar with K-2 students A fourth grader working on a mask

Yoga & Mindfulness Roaring Brook Nature Center The Ancient Art of Henna



TESTIMONIALS
TESTIMONIALS

"The Sisk family loves SOAR! For my kids who are at home in creative play and imagining more so than
on a sports field, SOAR is an amazing option for after school enrichment. We are so grateful for it!
Emma's face lit up so bright when she learned there would be a SOAR musical again this year. She is at
home on the stage, and the musical has been a saving grace for her this fall! All three of my kids have
also really enjoyed their painting/art classes. The Paint Clay and Play was a brilliant intro to SOAR for
Teddy; he came home delightedly messy every week. And they all found their instructors to be so
kind."   ~Michelle, Salisbury Central parent 




"SOAR classes are a great way to meet kids from other grades and make new good friends!" ~Emma,
Salisbury Central student

"My son Emmett is participating in SOAR classes for the first time this year. He has enjoyed “painting
his feelings” in his Boomshakalaka Art Class, and has felt empowered to keep creating art at home! This
is a big step for a child who does not prefer fine motor tasks, and I appreciate that Ms. Higgins has
helped him to feel excited about process art!" ~Michelle, Salisbury Central parent

"My kids have LOVED your SOAR class. Both of them, which is huge because Will is hard to get excited."
~Tiffany, Salisbury Central parent

"My second-grader has loved every minute of her SOAR classes this year! The free-form activities of
Boomshakala really get her creativity flowing, and she has so much fun playing games outside with
Miss Janet during Fun Fitness. We can't wait for spring!" ~Jenn, Salisbury Central parent 

"My seventh-grader has really enjoyed henna with Nicky. This is the second time they've participated
in this class, and their line work is getting more intricate and more accurate. They especially loved
working at the Fall Festival this year. SOAR classes have helped them both express their creativity and
take on more responsibility." ~James, Salisbury Central parent

"You never know what the classes are going to be like, but they are always super fun!" 
~Kellan, Salisbury Central student 

"I like SOAR because you get to do fun activities, make new friends, and I love the SOAR teachers."
~Eloise, Salisbury Central student



DONORS
SOAR THANKS THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS, BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS FOR THEIR

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR 2021-2022 ANNUAL APPEAL 

Adkins, Craig
Alderman, Michael H.
Allee Architecture & Design
Axelrod-Bedell, Anne
Ayer, Tobias & Jocelyn
B. Metcalf Asphalt Paving, Inc.
Baldwin, Jerry & Mary Ellen
Baldwin, Katie
Barber, John
Belcher, Ward
Belter, Lori
Bettigole, Rob & Barbara
Block, Janet Andre
Bok, Scott & Roxanne
Bolton, Jeff & Tina
Bonhotel, Rachele & Jason
Bowen, Anne
Bright, Anthony
Brown, Lauren
Bucceri, Louis J
Cabot, Blake & Elizabeth
Chandler, Rusty & Tina
Charde, John & Sharon
Chase, Karen
Chin, Gene & Jennifer 
CLC Kramer Foundation
Collins, Lucie
Compliance Solutions Strategies
Curtis, Ellen
Dallett, Estelna
DeMelle, Walter 
Diba, Lisa & Isao
Dmytryshak, Carole
Dresser, Jim
Dwenger, Randall 
Ellsworth, Priscilla
Emberlin Property Care, LLC
Engle, Angie
Fairservis, Jan 
Farnsworth, Rosemary
Ferguson, M. Carr & Marion
Fitch Landscaping, LLC
Frank, Debra
Galluzzo, Agostino
Gerstel, Karin
Graaff, Janet
Grace, Maria
Hale, Paul

Hammertown Barn
Harney, Michael & Brigitte
Harris, Adelaide & Bill
Hayden, Harvey & Kathryn
Hayhurst, Joanne
Heacox, Christopher
Heacox, Kathryn
Heck, Margaret
Hedman, Mary & Roger
Hellmers, Paul
Herrington/Ed Herrington, Inc., Edmond
Higgins, Jonathan
Hoysradt, Lester
Ian MacTaggart Trust
Isler, John & Beth
Kahn Moller Family Fund
Kawaler Foundation
Kelly, Moira
Kent, Alice & Peter
Kimmel, Norma
Kirber, Bill & Sue
Labonne's Market
Lang, Adam & Deborah
Lanier, Mary & Richard
Liu, Wei
Loi, Kiau & Jo
Lundeen, Karen
Magowan, Carol
Marks, Keith & Kristen Neary
Marshall, Rita
Martinez, Oscar
McNiff, Elizabeth
Merwin, Jackie & Rod
Miller, Gloria
Mittman, Ellyn
Moore & More Printing
Morby, Larissa & Stan
Morrison, Sarah 
Najdek, Donald
National Iron Bank - Richard Wardell
Nelson, John & Family
Noble, Kerry
Noble, Vicki
Northwest CT Community Foundation
Oppenheimer, Philip & Mary
Perse, Ann
Pogue, John & Barbara

Posen, Sharri
Pouler, Chris & Abeth 
Prinz, Barrett N.
Quinn, Thomas
Rand, Rosina
Rand, Susan & Curtis
Rashkoff, Clare
Rich, David & Cristin
Richardson, Anne
Roth, Peter
Salisbury Bank & Trust Company -
Richard Cantele
Salisbury Congregational Church
Salisbury School
Schaufelberger, Elizabeth
Schechter, Ken & Edie
Schwab, Matthew 
Schwarz, Marshall & Rae
Scoville, Tony & Helen
Segalla, Bob & Carol
Shearer, Mark
Shillingford, David & Pom
Simpson, James
Sloane, Linda
Smith, Watson & Company LLC
Stiassni, Kate & Ed
Taylor, Mary & Alex
Tencer, Efrat
Tuthill, Kelly
Voldstad, Michael & Kathleen
Weber, Robert & Jeanette
Wells, Hedwig
White, Lisa 
Willis, Roberta & William
Winters, Robert
Yoakum, Alice & Bob
Zelman, Pamela Chassin & Jared
Zimmerman, Michael
Zucker, Jon

Berkshire Taconic Community
Foundation
Ian MacTaggart Trust 
Northwest Connecticut Community
Foundation

Thanks to the following Foundations
for their generous support:

All gifts listed are those received between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022. Every effort has been made to ensure an accurate and thorough Annual Report. If an error is noted,
please accept our apologies and notify soarenrichment@gmail.com
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